Softw Syst Model (2004) 3: 255-257 / Digital Object Identifier (DOI) 10.1007/s10270-004-0075-9

Editorial
SoSyM at three

Robert B. France, Bernhard Rumpe

Published online: 17 November 2004 — © Springer-Verlag 2004

This issue marks the end of three years since the first is-
sue of the International Journal on Software and System
Modeling (SoSyM) was published. We sincerely thank the
authors, reviewers, and editors who have contributed to
the success of the journal as a media for collecting and
disseminating high quality papers on software and sys-
tem modeling. As we have done on previous anniversaries,
we take this opportunity to give a “state of the journal”
report and to acknowledge the reviewers, editors, and
publication staff that have contributed to another year of
publication that has exceeded our expectations.

The “state of the journal” 2004 report

It has been a very busy year for the journal. We saw
significant increases in new submissions, in requests for
special issues, and in new subscriptions. The editorial
board and the reviewers have responded well to the
challenges posed by increasing submissions and they
have demonstrated their commitment to making SoSyM
a high-quality publication. The feedback we have received
from readers indicate that the articles published thus far
are timely and of outstanding quality.

The rate of new paper submissions, approximately
seven new papers per month (including special section pa-
pers), exceeded our expectations and the number of high
quality submissions accepted thus far is enough for us to
maintain a healthy pipeline of papers for future issues.
This has led to a recent decision to increase the number
of pages per issue from 80 to 100 pages. In 2003 a similar
situation resulted in an increase in page count from 60 to
80 pages.

The increase in new submissions strained the man-
ual review management process we were using. We in-
evitably encountered difficulties with moving some pa-

pers through the review process in a timely manner. This
has resulted in a few submissions taking a significantly
long time in the review process. To alleviate this prob-
lem, we decided to move to an automated paper man-
agement system that will streamlines the paper manage-
ment workflows. The automated system that we finally
selected and adapted, with the help of Springer, fully in-
tegrates the workflows of the editors-in-chief, editors, re-
viewers, and authors. The automated system was made
available to authors, editors and reviewers in late Octo-
ber 2004.

To date, one hundred and forty four (144) regular pa-
pers have been submitted since the inception of SoSyM
(this number does not include special issue and Expert
Voice papers). Twenty-four (24) regular papers have been
accepted to date, of which sixteen (16) have been pub-
lished thus far. This reflects an acceptance rate of about
seventeen percent (17%). Twenty-four (24) special issue
papers and seven (7) Expert Voice papers have been pub-
lished thus far. A total of one hundred and eleven (111)
authors have papers published in SoSyM. We currently
have eight (8) regular papers, four (4) special issue papers
and one (1) Expert Voice paper awaiting publication in
future SoSyM issues. The list of accepted papers in the
pipeline for future publication has grown and we now ex-
pect a delay of one year for newly accepted papers. The
increase in pages per issue that we negotiated for 2005
should help us reduce the publication turnaround time.

Our editors and reviewers have done an outstanding
job this year and we thank them for their effort. With-
out their patience and labor this journal would simply
not exist in its current form. Below we list the reviewers
(excluding members of the editorial board) who have re-
viewed one or more papers for the journal in the last year.
A complete list of reviewers that includes editors can be
found on our website http: //www.sosym.org/.
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We take this opportunity to also thank the guest edi-
tors of the special section on Graph Transformations and
Visual Modeling Techniques (GMT-VT in issue 2004/2),
namely, Paolo Bottoni and Mark Minas, and the guest
editors of the special section on Modeling of Object-
Oriented Information Systems (OOIS in issue 2004/4),
namely, Yingxu Wang and Shushma Patel. We also thank
the authors who submitted high quality papers to the
journal. Their contributions are the primary determi-
nants of the reputation and credibility of the journal.

Last, but certainly not least, we thank the publishing
staff at Springer, namely:

Anita Biirk,
Hermann Engesser,

Ria Frauenfeld,
Dorothea Glaunsinger,
Elke Janosch, and
Wayne Yuhasz.

They all provided significant assistance during the
year. In particular, Hermann Engesser continued to pro-
vide us with indispensable assistance and advice on mat-
ters pertaining to the management of the journal.

The journal’s reputation and quality is a direct result
of the outstanding support provided by authors, review-
ers, editors and the publishing staff. The publishers and
editors have given every indication that they are commit-
ted to ensuring quality. We optimistically look forward to
the future of the SoSyM journal.

Contents of this issue

This issue consists mainly of papers in a special section on
Modeling of Object-Oriented Information Systems edited
by Yingxu Wang and Shushma Patel. Their editorial de-
scribes the current state of the research in this area and
introduces the respective papers.

This issue also contains an Expert Voice paper titled
Model driven architecture: Theory and practice, by
Alan W. Brown, a Distinguished Engineer at IBM. The
paper presents a spectrum of model usages from “code-
only”, through “code visualizations”, and “roundtrip en-
gineering”, to “model-only” approaches. He argues that
MDA can be used to (1) connect business and IT through
appropriate, predefined and reusable mappings based on
business as well as technical models and (2) abstract ap-
plications from target specific platforms. We hope that
you find the papers in this issue interesting and useful.

Robert France, Bernhard Rumpe



